

Congressional Actions During Reconstruction

Amendments

· 13th amendment – December 6, 1865

· abolished slavery in the entire United States

· Remind students that the Emancipation Proclamation (1863) had already freed slaves in areas under Confederate control
· 14th amendment – July 9, 1868

· made former slaves citizens of the United States and the state in which they lived
· forbade the denial of equal rights
· 15th amendment – February 3, 1870

· said voting rights cannot be denied to a person because of his race
· did not specifically say that African Americans have the right to vote 

* This distinction becomes important when students study the Jim Crow Era.
Freedmen’s Bureau 
· Congress established in 1865

· a national government agency that provided food, schools, and medical care for free slaves and others in Virginia and the South

Reconstruction Act of 1867
· demands southern states ratify new constitutions guaranteeing black suffrage
