A Child’s Life in a Segregated Society

Teacher’s Notes for Images
	“One Vote Less”

Denying black men the right to vote through legal maneuvering and violence was a first step in taking away their civil rights. Beginning in the 1890s, southern states enacted literacy tests, poll taxes, elaborate registration systems, and eventually whites-only Democratic Party primaries to exclude black voters.  The laws proved very effective. In Mississippi, fewer than 9,000 of the 147,000 voting-age African Americans were registered after 1890. In Louisiana, where more than 130,000 black voters had been registered in 1896, the number had plummeted to 1,342 by 1904.
Students may notice that a black man is dead and his head is bleeding.  Behind him are the words Negroe Killed, Ratification, KKK.  The cartoon show shows that people were using violence to prevent black men from voting.
	Photo of the KKK parade in DC

Demonstrating their political power, Klansmen triumphantly parade down Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C., on September 13, 1926, in full regalia. (Courtesy of Library of Congress)

Students may notice many klansmen marching (faces not covered), American flags, people watching, and the US Capitol Building.  The photograph shows that Klan was sanctioned by/from Washington and considered patriotic.

	“No Negro Equality”

The fight over civil rights was never just a southern issue. This ballot is from the race for governor of Ohio in 1867. Allen Granbery Thurman’s campaign included the promise of barring black citizens from voting. He narrowly lost to future president Rutherford B. Hayes. Thurman was then appointed U.S. Senator for Ohio, where he worked to reverse many Reconstruction-era civil rights reforms.

Students may notice only platform seems to be “no negro equality,” these are all Democrats, and the offices they are running for are all about laws.  The ballot shows that segregation was not just in the South.
	Poll Tax Receipt


Poll taxes required citizens to pay a fee to register to vote. These fees kept many poor African Americans, as well as poor whites, from voting. The poll tax receipts displayed here is from Alabama.

Students may notice the year is 1896 in Birmingham, Alabama, that people had to pay to vote, and the poll tax is $2.50.  This shows that segregation disadvantaged poor blacks and whites.

	Photo of Colored Drinking Fountain

Creator: Vachon, John , 1914-1975  -- photographer; Drinking fountain on the county courthouse lawn, Halifax, North Carolina.  In: Farm Security Administration Collection.  Created April 1938.  Library Division: Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture / Photographs and Prints Division.
Students may notice an African American boy about middle school age, the “colored” sign indicating only colored people can use the fountain, and the building looks like an important public building.  This shows that segregation was pervasive.  Even children cannot forget it when taking a drink of water.
	Photo of Black Woman, White Girl

Students may notice an older, African American woman sitting next to/touching a young, white girl, the woman’s clothes suggest she’s a servant, and that her expression is not happy.  This shows that when blacks were subservient to whites it was okay to be close.


